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FARMERS BRANCH 


Former 
officer 


guilty of 


murder 


He chased down and shot 
teens who broke into his 
SUV; conviction is a rarity 


CONGRESS 


Tax bill clears Senate 


Despite last-minute hiccup, House expected to send plan to Trump 


By TASHA TSIAPERAS 
Staff Writer 
ttsiaperas@dallasnews.com 


A former Farmers Branch police 
officer was convicted of murder Tues- 
day for chasing and killing a teenager 
he caught breaking into his SUV. 

Ken Johnson, 37, was also con- 
victed of felony aggravated assault 
with a deadly weapon for seriously 
wounding another teen in the March 
2016 incident. 

Johnson, who had been free on 
bond, was taken 
into custody after 
the verdict was read. 
He faces up to life in 
prison, and court re- 
cords show he plans 
to ask for probation. 


KEN The sentencing trial 
JOHNSON will begin Jan. 8. 

is seeking Johnson was off 
probation. duty and in plain 


clothes on March 
13, 2016, when he saw two teenagers 
breaking into the Chevrolet Tahoe at his 
Farmers Branch apartment complex. 
The teens took off in a car, and 
Johnson pursued them in his SUV. 
He rammed their car off the road 
at Spring Valley Road and Marsh 
Lane, hopped out of his Tahoe as it 
rolled into oncoming traffic and shot 
16 times into the teens’ car. 
Jose Cruz, 16, was struck in the 


Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images 
House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Kevin Brady discussed the House’s passage of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act Tuesday. The cham- 
ber will have to re-vote Wednesday on the legislation, which passed 227-203 with no Democratic support, because of a parliamentary hiccup. 


By TOM BENNING 


Washington Bureau 
tbenning@dallasnews.com 


dent Donald Trump. That procedural 
hoop became necessary after Democrats 
flagged three smaller provisions in the 


Who will get the biggest boost 
from the GOP’s tax plan in 2018? 


Wealthier Americans next year will see, on average, 


WASHINGTON — A Congress divid- 
ed along partisan lines voted in favor of 
a $1.5 trillion tax cut Tuesday and early 
Wednesday, nearing the finish line on 
the GOP’s sprint to craft a tax overhaul 
that will be felt across most all segments 
of American life. 

Both the House and the Senate — by 
votes of 227-203 and 51-48 — approved 
the far-reaching legislation without any 
Democratic support. 

Now the House just needs to re-vote 
Wednesday to send the revamp to Presi- 


legislation that would've violated one of 
the Senate's parliamentary quirks. 

And the bill’s final passage — all but 
inevitable — would mark a triumph for 
Republican lawmakers and Trump, who 
can both claim credit for heaping relief 
upon the business world while also pro- 
viding the vast majority of Americans a 
tax cut next year. 

“Everyone’s lives will be better off un- 
der tax reform because of the tax relief 


see SENATE Page 2A 


the biggest percent increase in after-tax income 
from the GOP’s tax revamp, according to the 
Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center. 
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head and died at the scene. 

Edgar Rodriguez, who was also 16 
at the time, was wounded in the head 
but survived. He also lost a finger, 
and his ear had to be reconstructed. 

One bullet lodged in Rodriguez’ cell- 
phone, which he thinks saved his life. 

Relatives in the Dallas courtroom 
embraced Dallas County prosecutor Ja- 
son Hermus and District Attorney Faith 
Johnson after the verdict was read. 


see EX-OFFICER Page 11A 


REAL ESTATE 


Six blocks on 
Knox up for sale 


up for sale. 
Sarofim Realty Advisors 


Offering largest chunk 


Engineer may have 
been distracted as cars 


WASHINGTON | AMTRAK DERAILMENT 
Inquiry into why train 
was speeding begins 


another person in his cab, or 
something else when the train 
barreled into a curve 50 mph 


of bustling district 
ever on the market 


By STEVE BROWN 


Real Estate Editor 
stevebrown@dallasnews.com 


The largest owner in Dallas’ 
bustling Knox Street business 
district is putting its properties 


has spent almost three decades 
buying and developing retail 
and apartment projects in the 
Knox Street corridor, includ- 
ing development sites along 
Travis Street. 

The private real estate firm 


See LARGE Page 11A 


Nathan Hunsinger/Staff Photographer 
Shoppers passed the Crate & Barrel on Knox Street 

on Tuesday. The largest owner in the hot Knox busi- 

ness district is putting its properties up for sale. 


ran 50 mph over limit 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


DUPONT, Wash. — The 
investigation into the fatal 
Amtrak crash near Tacoma, 
Wash., is focusing on the pos- 
sibility that the engineer was 
distracted by a cellphone, 


over the posted speed limit. 
The crew did not activate 
the emergency brake before 
the derailment near Tacoma 
on Monday morning, said 
Bella Dinh-Zarr, the National 
Transportation Safety Board 


See SPEEDING Page 10A 
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SPORTSDAY 
Early signing period begins today 


Curious about Texas? Contact us 


Hey Texans (and non-Texans)! Is there some- Jumble 6D 
thing you’re curious about in the news? A sub- Dear Abby 2E 
ject you’d like to know more about? We want to TV 5E 
hear from you. Curious Texas, 1E Comics 5-7E 


Cruise passenger bus crashes; 12 die 


At least 12 people died when a bus carrying 
cruise ship passengers to Mayan ruins in eastern Today marks the first day of the early signing 
Mexico flipped over on a highway early Tuesday. period, when high school football players can 
14A sign a binding national letter of intent. 1C 
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